Governor’s Report
October, 2009

The Board of Governors (BoG) meeting took place during MathFest near the shores of the Willamette River in Portland, Oregon.  Once again, MathFest broke attendance records (more than 1500 in attendance) and offered a tasty smorgasbord of mathematical and cultural treats to those participating.
Financially, the MAA has invested conservatively and has suffered minimally from the recent economic downturn.  Thanks to careful cost cutting in staff areas, the Association expects to cover any deficits without cuts in programming.  You are invited to examine the budget numbers on the Treasurer’s page (“Members Only” section) at http://www.maa.org/treasurer/.

The BoG discussed extensive reports from the various strategic planning work groups, including final reports from the Committee on Sections and on STEM issues. The charge to the Strategic Planning Group on STEM Issues and the Mathematics Program (SPG STEM) was to explore what the MAA can do to highlight and encourage change to better serve all students who take mathematics; to develop curricula that will attract students to take more mathematics and better prepare them for whatever comes after graduation; and to encourage more students, especially those from underrepresented groups, to study more mathematics.  There is a summary of STEM issues by David Bressoud on p. 16 of the October/November issue of  FOCUS.  Final reports from all working groups are posted at http://www.maa.org/StrategicPlanning/.  In particular, I recommend the reports on STEM issues, Membership, and Sections for your consideration and comment.
The agenda item that provoked the most discussion was a proposal for electronic memberships.
When you get your membership materials this year, you’ll find an electronic membership option, allowing regular members online access to all the main journals for essentially the same price as receiving one print journal, thereby offering savings and reducing the amount of paper that gets shipped across the country to your mailbox.  Student memberships will soon become exclusively electronic.  Also, there is an ongoing discussion of a package deal for those who have or want membership in all the major mathematical organizations (AMS, MAA, and SIAM).
The Association is working hard to survive and thrive in these difficult times.  As always, I invite your comments and suggestions.









Respectfully submitted,

                                                            Henry J. Ricardo
