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                                                                                                      Fall             October 2005

By Joan Bloomgarden, PhD, ATR-BC, Director, Creative Arts Therapy





Organized by Art Education for the Blind (AEB), Awareness Month (October) is an annual international initiative to focus on public attention on the benefits of making art and culture a part of life for children and adults with sight loss. It is truly a visionary initiative.


I went to the October International Conference, “Art Beyond Sight: Multi-modal Approaches to Museum Learning” held at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Museum Access Consortium (MAC) in NYC where I became engrossed and immersed in current research and presentations of existing innovative programs throughout the world. Museum Educators, Directors, Researchers, Docents, Teachers and Artists gathered to present their multi-modal approaches to learning.  Authors of current books brought samples of their work. There were so many highlights of my experience that I will summarize below but emphasize that if this interests you, contact the AEB at 212 334-3700 or write to AEB at 160 Mercer Street, NY 10012.  Art therapy was not represented but the Director of the AEB, Elisabeth Axel is approachable. Elisabeth and I have corresponded through e-mail for the last few years so it was a pleasure to personally meet such an organized, dedicated and accomplished woman.           




             

Highlights: 










Locally, the MET and MOMA have active programs for adults and children with learning and developmental disabilities, for the public who require sign language as well as for those who are partially sighted or blind.  Countries throughout the world are creating museum programs to include these populations. 
      It is possible to make visual art accessible to people who are blind and visually impaired. Sighted people will also have enhanced experiences through the new multi-modal approaches. Verbal descriptions of artwork require training.  
This training is available through specialized consultants.   A sighted person can experience this modality by making an appointment for a special tour, one for people with disabilities, at the MET or MOMA.  I went on a short docent tour and plan to go back.  It was thrilling to “see” in a new way. Tactile Diagrams are used to enhance learning.  Models are made by museum educators for their touch exhibits. Blind Photographers have a group in NY and present and work together on current projects. By the way, if this interests you, rent the movie, Proof, with Russell Crowe. The medical community is recognizing Art for Blind or Partially Sighted people by their research on the brain and by their support of community art programs.  Duke University Eye Center has The Touchable Art Gallery, which is designed to allow everyone to their enjoy collection in a unique way. The Gallery is located adjacent to the reception area where patients and family members are encouraged to visit while they wait for appointments or surgical procedures. Hands-on art activities are available to children awaiting eye surgery.            


For our working artists, there is a call for artworks entries to Blind Art in London.  Sense and Sensuality is an exhibition organized by Blind Art whose aim it is to promote audience participation and create awareness of the visually impaired artist. Its goal is also to make art available to those with visual impairments.  Blind Art accepts work by sighted or blind artists and is critiqued without knowledge of the sensory ability of the artist.  This is truly a pioneering event.


For the educators there is the Children’s Museum in New Haven Connecticut.  They have set up 8 rooms, for each of the  8 multiple intelligence experiences (Gardner’s MI theory in real time).  They have also made a replica of the room in Goodnight Moon, the classic children’s book.  Children can go in the bed, touch the phone, look out the window and more.


Also, check out the Tenement Museum in NY on the Lower East Side, I am also working on setting up fieldwork experiences at the Seaport Historical Museum, which has special projects ongoing.


There IS SO MUCH MORE.  This is the beginning of our journey together.


I will leave you with websites to check out.  


Enjoy and let’s talk together.        
Dr. Joan Bloomgarden       
cprjsb@hofstra .edu

check out these websites:                   
                   





            


Let’s welcome Morgan Gaydos as the new first year Graduate 

Assistant in Dr. Bloomgarden’s office. Morgan comes from 

Vermont and attended Elmira College where she receive her BA 

in Psychology.

Victoria Prisco will remain as the second year  G.A.



     

The American Art Therapy Association’s 36th Annual Conference “The Art & Science of Creativity in Healthcare” is being held November 16-19, 2005 at the Hilton in Atlanta, Georgia. The President of AATA states that this year’s conference “offers an opportunity to revisit the relationship between art and science in theories, practices, ideas, and images of art therapy.”  This is a unique opportunity to be with art therapists from all over the country, in various stages of their development. Every year, there is something new to experience, please join us. By visiting the website, you can view and download this year’s Conference Program, containing all the workshops, speakers, and special events, as well as registering to attend this year’s conference. As usual, we will hold a Hofstra party on Friday evening during the conference. The time and place will be on the bulletin board.

For more information visit the ATAA website at:

www.arttherapy.org 




The Metropolitan Museum of Art is proud to announce it’s newest exhibition featuring the exquisite works of Vincent van Gogh. “Vincent van Gogh: The Drawings” is said to be the first major exhibition of van Gogh drawings ever held in the United States. The exhibition includes 113 works from around the world, from both private and public collections. Susan Alyson Stein, a coordinator to many past van Gogh exhibitions at the Metropolitan Museum understands the significance of this exhibition and states that “as exciting as the paintings are, the drawings were a revelation.” The exhibition opened October 18th and runs until December 31st 2005. 

To learn more visit the Metropolitan Museum of Art Website: 

http://www.metmuseum.org
You can also access the New York Times exhibition article at:

http://www.nytimes.com




“The mind of man is capable of anything because everything is in it, all the past as well as the future.”- Joseph Conrad

I am always intrigued by the power of Art Therapy in tapping into our inner self.   As an art therapist it never stops amazing me how the artwork can create an external map into the inner psyche.  Over and over I have experienced this process in bringing insight and healing to those who have engaged in its power.  Now as a fulltime professor in the CAT program I have the opportunity to share this experience with others.  I am honored to be part of a faculty who I believe to be very educated and dynamic, bringing art therapy to the students in a unique, creative and professional manner.  In addition, I am very excited to meet and get to know each of our students.  As we move forward I will be interacting with each of you, either in class or through outside activities.   I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming events throughout the year, including the Art Show, CATCH meetings & Hofstra Conference.  If you have the opportunity, please come by my office to say hello.

CONFERENCE @ HOFSTRA                        CATCH ART SHOW
 
Electives offered in January
FAVORITE MOVIES 




STUDENT ART DATABASE


LICENSURE 





  C.A.T.C.H. BOARD CONTACTS
  

Created and formatted by Morgan Gaydos ’07 and Victoria Prisco ’06  
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Art Beyond Sight





Save the date! March 23rd, 2005 is the date for our yearly Hofstra conference.





Dr. Frances Kaplan DA, ATR-BC will be our keynote speaker.  The title of her presentation is The Use of Creative Art Therapies in Conflict Resolution.��A variety of workshops will explore issues of internal and external conflicts as they relate to art therapy.





January Courses: 1.5sh


Check for changes online (not in bulliten)


Multicultural Art Therapy 


Psychia/Pys Issues in CAT


Expressions and Theory (Wisel)


Multimedia Studio (Netzer)


Music Therapy (Duggan)


Techniques with Elders (Cutolo)








www.artbeyondsight.orghttp://www.artic.edu/aic/visitor_info/access.html


� HYPERLINK "http://www.blindart.net" ��www.blindart.net�


www.metmuseum.org


� HYPERLINK "http://www.MoMA.org" ��www.MoMA.org�


http://hand.duhs.duke.edu


� HYPERLINK "http://www.laynor.org" ��www.laynor.org� 





Here is language and the arts coming together (I had not heard of Khipu before this meeting.):                                                                   


� HYPERLINK "http://khipukamayuq.fas.harvard.edu/WhatIsAKhipu.html" ��http://khipukamayuq.fas.harvard.edu/WhatIsAKhipu.html�  





Listserve info at: MuseumAccessConsortium@yahoogroups.com  


Click to join the group.











AATA Conference 2005





Summer session: 1.5sh classes





Play Therapy (Bloomgarden)


Mutli Media (Netzer)


Art Making/Art Therapy (Stern)


Poetry: The Helping Professional (Reiter)


Art Therapy/Bereavement (Abrams)


3sh Working with Elders (Cutolo) 





�ARTstor provides curated collections of art images and associated data for noncommercial, scholarly, non-profit educational use.











January 2006 Session:





Summer 2006 Session:











Vincent van Gogh: The Drawings











Hofstra University is hosting its 2nd Annual C.A.T.C.H. Art show November 5th 2005, 5:30 – 8:00 PM in the Hagedorn Hall Café. All students are encouraged to submit artwork and are also encouraged to invite family and friends to this special event. All artwork should be submitted to 160 Hagedorm Hall by October 27th 2005. 





For more information contact Dr. Elkis-Abuhoff at cprdle@hofstra.edu or call 516-463-5755.





As of this writing, few people have heard from New York State regarding grand parenting of licensure. This is not unusual as they are very busy.                                                                                       





Students who are in the program now will be advised periodically throughout their studies about the avenue for licensure in and out of New York State. To some people, licensure may be welcomed, but it may also appear to be a burden. With efficient record keeping and close watch on the guidelines, it is not difficult to achieve. What is most important to remember is for students to learn as mush as they can while in the program, trusting that what we offer will help them achieve their goal. 





I am watchful of licensure issues and will send you updates as needed. 


Please advise us of your current email information and of course your mailing address and phone number. 





Dr. Elkis-Abuhoff: Assistant Professor


Cprdle@hofstra.edu





Dr. Bloomgarden: Program Director


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Joan.S.Bloomgarden@hofstra.edu" ��Joan.S.Bloomgarden@hofstra.edu�





Jennifer Ziegler: Co-President, C.A.T.C.H.


Jzieg12@pride.hofstra.edu





Marie Ragona: Co-President, C.A.T.C.H


Mragon3@pride.hofstra.edu





Samantha Alexander: Treasurer, C.A.T.C.H.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Salexa4@pride.hofsta.edu" ��Salexa4@pride.hofsta.edu�





Ellen Panagoitopoulos: Secretary, C.A.T.C.H.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Epanag1@pride.hofstra.edu" ��Epanag1@pride.hofstra.edu�





Donna Montilli: Consultant


dmontilli@hotmail.com





Five Paintbrushes 


Foreign (JB) : Not One Child Less (Chinese)


                        Rabbit-proof Fence (Australian)


                        Walk on Water (Israel)


Tori: Born into Brothels


 Morgan: Requiem for a Dream		  





A Message from Dr. Deborah Elkis-Abuhoff




















