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                                                                                                                  Winter           December 2005

   This is the last newsletter I will write until the summer of 2006. I am going on sabbatical this spring with my last working date January 15, 2006. Dr. Deborah Elkis-Abuhoff will be Acting Director during my absence. I am sure that your working relationship with Hofstra will be the same and find your voice is welcome. However, I do plan on coming to the conference on March 23rd. I have been planning this event since the summer of 2005 and am excited about the topic and presenters.


People have asked me what I plan to do during my sabbatical and now I have a chance to answer in full. I plan to write a book, write articles for journals, send proposals in to present, bike ride, go to the gym, vacation, have a working travel vacation, keep in touch with family, old friends and new ones, have lunch out, sleep in, get up early, watch the sunrise, watch the sunset, visit on e—mails, create art in my studio, learn more computer programs, get my iPod and download music, see foreign films, read, find new challenges, and, of course, lazy away the day, You see, I have been a working woman (except for a few years) since high school so there is some catching up to do! I wish you all a good semester.


Deborah Elkis-Abuhoff can be reached in her office at 516-463-5755 and through Eileen Shea, secretary at 516-462-5752. I know that it will be an enjoyable semester for you Deborah!

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year

Best,

Dr. Joan Bloomgarden, PhD., ATR-BC, CGP

 


Website for information:  www.omh.state.ny.us/omhweb/pros/
           Some local programs in NYS have changed their mode of services from exiting models to the PROS model so that creative arts therapists in NYS will be working under a plan for treating the mentally ill.  I call your attention to PROS because it is new and will be instituted in many locations this year. There is a lot of other information on their website.  Check it out.

           I am sure we will be hearing more about this service from supervisors in the field who have already reported changes being made to existing programs.  Elyse Miller and Terry Mecke have discussed this with me as they watched new guidelines form.

The following are quotes directly from the site:

          New York State has a large, multi-faceted mental health system that serves more than 500,000 individuals each year. The Office of Mental Health (OMH) operates psychiatric centers across the State, and also regulates, certifies and oversees more than 2,500 programs, which are operated by local governments and nonprofit agencies. These programs include various inpatient and outpatient programs, emergency, community support, residential and family care programs.
          Personalized Recovery Oriented Services (PROS) is a comprehensive recovery oriented program for individuals with severe and persistent mental illness. The goal of the program is to integrate treatment, support, and rehabilitation in a manner that facilitates the individual's recovery. Goals for individuals in the program are to: improve functioning, reduce inpatient utilization, reduce emergency services, reduce contact with the criminal justice system, increase employment, attain higher levels of education, and secure preferred housing.




Keynote Speaker:  Pat Allen on “Following the Image to the Heart of Conflict.  (Please note a change of keynote speaker from our last mailing).   Pat will also give a workshop entitled The Perception of the Other. Ms. Allen integrates art, psychology, spirituality, and social action. For the past three decades Pat has developed her connection with creativity and has begun to recognize that art is her spiritual calling. Ms. Allen is the author of Art is a Spiritual Path and Art is a Way of Knowing, visit Pat Allen’s website at www.patballen.com  

Workshops:  The Perception of the Other                               Building Bridges: The Role of Art as a Brokering Tool
                      Pat Allen, PhD, ATR                                             Chantal Antoine, MA, AT

                      Conflict Resolution & Identity                           Stepping Out of the Way of Ourselves

                      Theresa M. Dunnells, ATR-BC                             Herb Cohen, ATR-BC, LPAT

                      Unlocking Conflict Through Creative Expression                   TBA

                      Robert Goldblatt, PhD                                                                    Connie Schwartz, ATR-BC

     Each year we cover elements of family therapy within our creative arts therapy program. We teach elements of family systems and create genograms. To address family creative interaction the Queens Museum of Art has expanded the ArtAccess program designed for adults and children.  Their studio operates on a drop-in basis on most Sundays from 3:30-5PM.  Call if you want to explore through sculpture, printing, collage, and painting.  For children with special needs contact 718 592 9700 x136

     Should you want to join other workshops with educational activities that engage children and adults in conversations about art call 718 592 9700 x137, or visit their website at: www.queensmuseum.org



"For success in science and art, a dash of autism is essential" –Hans Asperger

Based on the 10 minute award winning short film of the same title, “Normal People Scare Me” is a feature-length documentary sharing first-person accounts of life and living with autism. Created by Taylor Cross, a 16 year old aspiring film maker with high functioning autism, “Normal People Scare Me” highlights 65 interviews conducted over the past year by Cross, with interview subjects representing different levels of abilities on the autism spectrum. Currently in postproduction with director/producer Joey Travolta, the film is expected to be completed in January 2006.

www.artistsforautism.com


Heckscher Museum Huntington, www.heckscher.org
Current Exhibitions

This exhibition presents rarely-seen prints by three of the most important artists in twentieth-century art who were a major influence on artists of their time and later. Pablo Picasso (1881-1973), Georges Braque (1882-1963) and Fernand Legér (1881-1955) were inspired by poets, writers and modern life. The prints in this exhibition are the result of collaborations or interpretations of literary works with poets and playwrights.


A response from Dr. Joan Bloomgarden, PhD., ATR-BC, CGP:  

     I have attended many conferences and presented at many.  What was most notable this year is the sincere attention given to our aging population.  Healthy minds and spirit can be achieved throughout the life cycle with our collected efforts.  The inspirational keynote speaker, Gene D. Cohen, author of The Creative Age and The Mature Mind, and various presenters who addressed the needs of the aging gave a loud voice to our current social need for recognition. Cohen’s most recent book, The Creative Age, beautifully depicts the “golden age” of life, a truly inspiring book for anyone to read. 

     Personally, my presentation on Multiple Intelligences and its Application to Art Therapy was well received.  I have studied the educational model of multiple intelligence theory (Gardner) and learned how integrating it into the clinical setting can strengthen the client/therapist relationship.  I plan to share more of this in my writing and through additional workshops.

     Next year the conference is scheduled for New Orleans.  Let’s continue to support AATA and its efforts to bring our profession to the public. I encourage you all to become members and influence the direction of the art therapy profession: visit www.arttherapy.org
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February 7th: Guest Speaker





March 23rd: Conference 2006 Date





May: End of year C.A.T.C.H. meeting, send off to graduates, and C.A.T.C.H. Board elections





Contact Dr. Deborah Elkis-Abuhoff or Dr. Joan Bloomgarden if you are interested in becoming a C.A.T.C.H. Board member for the upcoming year.

















Picasso, Braque & Léger: 20th-Century Modern Masters





Dr. Elkis-Abuhoff: Assistant Professor


Cprdle@hofstra.edu





Dr. Bloomgarden: Program Director


Joan.S.Bloomgarden@hofstra.edu





Jennifer Ziegler: Co-President, C.A.T.C.H.


Jzieg12@pride.hofstra.edu





Marie Ragona: Co-President, C.A.T.C.H


Mragon3@pride.hofstra.edu





Samantha Alexander: Treasurer, C.A.T.C.H.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Salexa4@pride.hofsta.edu" ��Salexa4@pride.hofsta.edu�





Ellen Panagoitopoulos: Secretary, C.A.T.C.H.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Epanag1@pride.hofstra.edu" ��Epanag1@pride.hofstra.edu�





Donna Montilli: Consultant


dmontilli@hotmail.com








The current Field Site List, located under Course Documents in the CATCH section of the Hofstra Blackboard, is presently being updated. Please keep an eye out for future alterations and corrections. Please contact us for any changes of site information





J.B.: Foreign: The Color of Paradise (Iranian) 


                       Shall We Dance (Japanese)       


                       Proof (Early Russel Crowe)                         


Morgan: Waking Life- “are people sleepwalking through their waking state or wake-walking through their dreams?”


Tori: Acts of Worship- two NYC addicts trying to help each other piece their lives back together











Reports from the AATA 2005 Conference in Atlanta











Conflict Resolution – A Conference Sponsored by the Creative Arts Program at Hofstra, March 23, 2006

















A Message from the Director





Normal People Scare Me – Artists for Autism











Art and Families








