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Two Outstanding Scholars Honored with Distinguished Professorships

BY FRANWNCES CERRA WHITTELSEY

¢ had besn a gocd week for Professor Eric M. Fresdman.

Legal decisions in the United States and Great Britain
had turned back ovemInent eforts o hold suspeted
ErroTis s indefini ey without access oo the courts. And,
he had testified o a commuattée of the Mew Tork State
Assemibly about the legal flaws of death penalty statutes
and had found the COMmmi tis: Teceplive to his arguments,

Al of this had Freslman smikng, not only tecauss the
Tulings and his testimony aligned with his view of
comstiturional 1aw, but also becauss ha had plaved a key
e in ocnmlinatng the diffemnt casss, T funchon

48 consultant to Many relatsd litgations with the aim
of keeping all the 1awyers on the sme page,” said
Freedman, his right index finger making circles in the
air that suggested the global nature of his work. Here,
in his office at Horstra University School of Law, the
newly named Maurice A Deane Distinguished Professor
of CoTetitutional Law fuTtiors & the hub of an interna-
tional &ffrE o safaguard human rights,

“These are ihe most significant cases I'm likely o see in my
Tifetime, arsd I'Min 2 urique position t help,” e said.

AlLLhe CETEmemy ]ll:llll:l]'i.'l'.lg Freadiman’s installabon a
distinguished professor last November, Professor Anthony
Amstenlam praised bim frhis s tudy of America's Ristory
of civil Fights “lapses and recoveries” and for his effort to
elucate the P‘ub]:il: on thess matters. Amsterdam, the
Judge Edward M. Weinfeld Professor of Law at Mew York
University Schaol of Law and one of the most influential
ledal scholars of his generation, also lauded Freedman for
s wWolk [0 Seculeé due Process or the Guantaname pris
ONETE. “IN SXPosing (e injustices and Cppresions of
Guantanamo b the censure of the world, and in bringing
the world's censure bo the atlention of the LS, Suprems
Court,” saud Amsterdam, “Eric Fresdman has once E.Eﬁ.i]'l
played a promwinent and picneering role.”

Fresdman, 51, has also besn honoped for his 15-year pro
bino effort oo fres Earl Washington, 1. from death rowr

in Virginia. Washington was released in 2001 after DA
testing proved his innocence.,

WoTking on all of these matters, a5 well as Eaching,
means that Freadman is likely o be sending e-mails at

4 a.1n. “I'm never really off duty,” he admils, & native

of Manhattan, he lives there still with his wife, Melissa
Mathanson, also an B.HIZIJTI.E'}': Fresdman was introduced
£ his Tutume wifie by his sister, Alix Fresdman, a Pulizer
Prize-winming reporter for The Wil Srea Joumal,
Freedman's father was the ]'tll'-ﬁg'l.'laiib:ll.' atThe

Hew York Timgg, and he atiributes his interest in civil
liberties o his exposure o joumalism. In fact, he
seriously Considersd 4 carssr in journalism before
deciding o attend Tale Law School, He joined the Hofstra
Law School faculiyin 1988 after working as a litigator
at the firm of Paul, Wiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garmison
in Mew York and Washington.

Freedman I:uTI.'EI:I[]'_'f SETVes a5 TePOriEr i the Amenican
Bar Azzociabion's Guidehnes for Deferse FEFII.'EE]'.IIIE.EIZIEL
in Capital Cases. A profific author, his book, Habets
Conpus Reshinking she Greas Wit of Liberey was published
in 2002,

Freadman sys Current
artions by the Ederal
EOVEMIMENE {0 ignare
constitutional rights are
particularly dangerous
because the war on terror
may never have an official
end. “If the courts uphold
repressive legislation, it
the public Closes i mind
Lo alternative ideas and we
close oul borders o the
streams of cultural enrich-
ment that have 1&d to the
success of this country,” he
=48, “then the terrorists
will hawe won beyond their
wildest draams.” e
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