Copyright 2001 The New York Tinmes Conpany
The New York Ti nes
March 4, 2001, Sunday, Late Edition - Final
SECTI ON: Section 4; Page 14; Columm 5; Editorial Desk
LENGTH: 169 wor ds
HEADLI NE: Byzantine Courts

BODY:
To the Editor:

It is quite true that the dangerously |low rates for assigned counsel in
Fam |y Court matters nmust be raised. But contrary to your Feb. 26 editorial
taking this step will hardly constitute "Facing Up to New York's Court Crisis."

Not only does the conpensati on of appointed counsel in crimnal cases have to
be increased to forestall the entire systemls being judged in violation of the
federal Constitution, but the Court of Appeals also needs to act to invalidate
the illegal reduction that was inposed on defense attorneys' rates in capita
cases.

More generally, truly facing up to New York's court crisis requires
repl acing the entire byzanti ne organi zati onal tangle of the system-- which
promotes inefficiency, cronyismand injustice -- with the sane sort of sinple,
transparent, functional structure that virtually every other state has managed
to achi eve.

ERIC M FREEDVAN
Henpstead, N.Y., Feb. 26, 2001

The witer is a professor at Hofstra University School of Law.
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