USING PRIMARY SOURCES FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

An Internet Hotlist

(Election 2008 sites and strategies at end of list)

Created by Andrea S. Libresco 

NEW YORK STATE CURRICULUM 

New York State Department of Education – Social Studies Home Page

Includes Learning Standards, Resource Guide with Core Curriculum, Instructional Strategies and Resources, Pre-K through grade 6.

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/ 

 
 

INTRODUCING STUDENTS TO PRIMARY SOURCES 

Library of Congress Learning Page

Discusses strategies for analyzing documents, such as the time and place, and bias rules.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://memory.loc.gov/learn/index.html
 

Library of Congress Learning Page – Using primary sources in lessons

Discusses and gives examples of how to incorporate primary source instruction into all parts of your lessons.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/fw.html#ration
 

Library of Congress Learning Page – Integrating Primary Sources

Guides students into creative use of primary sources.  View these tools at work in lessons to see how they might be used or adapted to your needs.

http://www.archives.gov/nae/education/pdf/integrating-primary-sources-into-the-classroom.pdf 

National Archives – Introduction to Documents

An activity and questions to help you introduce yourself and your students to document analysis.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/introductory_activity.html
 

National Archives – Document Analysis Worksheets

An excellent resource for helping your students learn what to look for when analyzing all kinds of documents.

http://www.archives.gov/nae/education/tool-box.html
 
Documents-Based Questions  

Primary sources, constructed response questions and DBQs on a variety of topics that you can adapt for your students.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/listdocumentpa.html

GEOGRAPHY 
Education World Lesson Planning Center – Social Science – Geography

Five times five:  25 activities for teaching geography’s five themes.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson071.shtml
 

Interactive Map of the Middle East – Test your knowledge

Drag each country to its proper place on the map.

http://www.rethinkingschools.org/just_fun/games/mapgame.html
 

Geography Olympics

You have 200 seconds to locate 10 countries on a map of the world.

http://www.geographyolympics.com/challenge.php
United States “Place the State on the Map” Quiz

Drag and click the 50 states onto a blank map of the United States.  It gets easier as you go along…

Click here: Place The State - Intermediate
UNITED STATES

 

Our Courts

Interactive, designed to teach students civics and inspire them to be active participants in our democracy.  Useful teaching resources for an engaging civics curriculum.

http://74.205.123.206/default.php
Facing History and Ourselves 

Includes links to leading archives sites, thematic collections (e.g., New Deal, women and social movements, Civil War, etc.), gateway sites on US History providing primary sources and lesson ideas.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.facinghistory.org/facing/fhao2.nsf/all/webresourcesv?opendocument

 

Constitutional Rights Foundation On-Line Lessons

Readings, activities, documents on the Constitution, Bill of Rights, 9/11, War in Iraq, Terrorism, and a host of other constitutional topics.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.crf-usa.org/lessons.html

Constitution Day – The Blessings of Liberty videos
Short videos that address some aspect of liberty – The Bill of Rights, speeches from suffragists, abolitionists, etc.  And a place to upload your own videos on the topic of liberty.  Teachers guide included.

http://www.remixamerica.org/channels/constitution-day-challenge
Ellis Island

Timelines, oral histories, photos chronicling the immigrant experience.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor  http://www.ellisisland.org/

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt – Letters from children

Letters written during the Great Depression, and Eleanor Roosevelt’s responses.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://newdeal.feri.org/eleanor/index.htm

Boston African Americana Project

Broadsides, illustrations, political cartoons, pamphlets, portraits of African Americans.

http://www.bostonafricanamericana.org/
The History of Jim Crow – African American Segregation 1870s - 1950s

Background information, narratives, images, inter-active maps.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/home.htm

Slavery and the Making of America

1619 through Reconstruction, with oral histories, audio, slide shows, timeline, maps, narratives, children’s books, historical fiction, lesson plans. 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery/
Africans in America – America’s Journey Through Slavery

Background information, lots of primary sources, images of slavery, 1450-1865.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/home.html
Images of African American from the 19th Century –  Schomberg Museum

Choose a category like Civil War, Slavery, Family, Social Life, etc. and find visuals.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://digital.nypl.org/schomburg/images_aa19/main.html

Plimoth Plantation – Investigating the First Thanksgiving

Interactive site where students use primary source clues to find out accurate information about the first Thanksgiving.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.plimoth.org/OLC/index_js2.html#

Hotlist on Colonial America

Websites include sources on Jamestown, Plimoth, Native Americans, daily life, etc.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/listcoloniala3.html

Turn of the Century Child

Photos, interactive map, lesson ideas, connected resources.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://nuevaschool.org/~debbie/library/cur/20c/turn.html

Links Related to School Segregation and Desegregation in the United States

Photos, articles, lesson plans, maps, timelines on Brown v. Board of Ed and civil rights. 

http://www.geocities.com/schoolseglinks/
Voices of Civil Rights – Ordinary People, Extraordinary Stories

Personal accounts of America's struggle to fulfill the promise of equality for all, includes timelines, photos, oral histories of people involved in working for civil rights then & now
http://www.voicesofcivilrights.org/index.html
Segregation Nation – photos then and now

In the 40th anniversary since Martin Luther King, Jr.’s assassination, the photos illustrate how far America has come and how far it has yet to go in achieving Dr. King’s dream of a colorblind society.

http://www.newsweek.com/id/94787
100 Milestone Documents in US History

Documents compiled by the National Archives, chronicling American history from 1776-1965.  Continually adding documents, including photos, and indicates what a poll of Americans indicates are the most important documents.  Tools for educators as well.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.ourdocuments.gov/content.php?page=milestone

Digital History – sponsored by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History

Primary sources, lesson strategies.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/

American Memory

Historical primary source collection from the Library of Congress

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://memory.loc.gov/

Links for Teaching About Political Cartoons

Links for current and historical cartoons, as well as lesson plans.

http://www.learningbycartooning.org/teacherlinks.htm
The New York Public Library - Digital

http://www.nypl.org/digital/
Incredible collection of hundreds of thousands of prints, photographs, maps, and text pages in searchable databases.
US Historical Documents

Official written documents organized chronologically, focus on presidents’ actions.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/

The American Colonist’s Library

Primary source documents pertaining to early American history, including famous documents, and personal letters.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://personal.pitnet.net/primarysources/

Popular Songs in American History

Includes lyrics and background of songs arranged by time period.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.contemplator.com/america/

Social Stratification in the United States

Charts, graphs and statistics about income, gender, race, family, etc.

http://www.bsos.umd.edu/socy/vanneman/socy441/trends/list.html
Primary Source Hotlist

Variety of links, organized chronologically.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.rock-hill.k12.sc.us/departments/research/primary_sources.htm

NEW YORK

 

Long Island Index

Excellent economic, health, demographic, housing, etc. data on the Long Island region, complete with maps, graphs and charts.

http://longislandindex.org/overview.0.html
Learning Adventures in Citizenship, PBS – New York:  A Documentary Film

Based on Ric Burns’ film, this site chronicles different time periods in New York history with sources and activity ideas.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.pbs.org/wnet/newyork/laic/sitemap.html

The Erie Canal

Maps, photos, artwork, songs that related to the building and using of the Erie Canal, including diagrams of how locks operate. 

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.eriecanal.org/index.html

COMMUNITIES AROUND THE WORLD/ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS

United Nations Cyberschoolbus – Curriculum

Includes lessons and primary sources on poverty, hunger, human rights, etc.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor  http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/

United Nations Cyberschoolbus -- Infonation

Allows you to view and compare statistical data for all UN member states in a variety of categories, including economy, health, environment and technology.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/infonation/info.asp

PBS Growing Up Global – Kid Cards

Compare lives of children around the globe through interactive photos, maps, and statistics.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.pbs.org/wnet/wideangle/shows/global/cards.html

Metropolitan Museum of Art – Timeline of Art History

A variety of works of art organized by geography, chronology, and linked to history.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/splash.htm

Buzzpeek

You can compare lots of different animal sounds made by kids from different countries.  

http://www.flat33.com/bzzzpeek/index1.html#
Kids Web Japan

Especially good on culture of Japan – folktales, recipes, maps, photos, the environment, schools, etc.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.jinjapan.org/kidsweb/

PBS Africa for Kids – My World

Kids from four different countries in Africa tell and show their worlds.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://pbskids.org/africa/myworld/index.html

A Hotlist on Nigeria for Elementary Researchers

Nigerian culture as seen in food, sports, games, ceremonies, music, photos, maps, etc.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/listnigeriafr1.html

Harcourt Brace Social Studies – Ancient Civilizations

Links to artifacts and art from ancient civilizations from around the world.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.harcourtschool.com/menus/auto/19/26.html

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

Personal stories, maps, online exhibitions, connections to other instances of genocide, lesson ideas.

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.ushmm.org/

War, Peace and Terrorism in Children’s Literature

A wide variety of children’s book recommendations on death, grieving, healing, tolerance, patriotism, war, etc. 

   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.cynthialeitichsmith.com/healingus.html#tolerancegenerally

Child Labor Resources for Educators

Wide range of resources for students and teachers about global child labor issues, featuring child labor myths; linkages between child labor, education and poverty; child labor resource list, including curriculum and lesson plans to download; true stories of child laborers turned advocates, and more…

http://www.knowchildlabor.org/educators/educators_resources.php
USING LITERATURE IN SOCIAL STUDIES

Notable Trade Books for Young People

These annotated book lists were evaluated and selected by the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) in cooperation with the Children's Book Council (CBC).  They are written primarily for children in grades K-8. The selection committee looks for books that emphasize human relations, represent a diversity of groups and are sensitive to a broad range of cultural experiences, present an original theme or a fresh slant on a traditional topic, are easily readable and of high literary quality, and have a pleasing format and, when appropriate, illustrations that enrich the text. 

http://www.socialstudies.org/resources/notable/
Educate ’08:

Analyzing and Teaching the 2008 Elections

INFORMATION

Finding Reliable And Alternative Sources

Annenberg Political Fact Check 

(Non-partisan organization checks on candidates’ information in ads, speeches, debates) 

http://www.factcheck.org
National Priorities Project
(Ongoing “clock” shows alternatives to spending on the Iraq War)

http://costofwar.com/
Truthout
(News articles with a liberal bent from around the country and the world)

http://www.truthout.org/
Balanced Politics

Terrific, balanced, non-partisan discussion of important societal issues with links to editorials on every topic

http://www.balancedpolitics.org/
The Daily Show – 8/23/04  Kerry Controversy

Jon Stewart interviews Rob Corddry about the role of reporters and whether or not they should just repeat claims of opposing sides or fact-check.  Hysterically funny take on a very serious issue.

http://www.thedailyshow.com/video/index.jhtml?videoId=114421&title=Kerry-Controversy
General Information About Elections

NBC Decision ‘08

(NBC News responds to questions about the presidential election from students.)

http://www.hotchalk.com/index_decision08.html
United States Presidential Elections

(Information on history of elections, voting process, current stories)

www.multied.com/elections/
PBS - By the People – Election

(Variety of information – glossary of election terms, articles analyzing 2004 elections, parties, issues, candidates)

http://www.pbs.org/elections/webRoundup.php 

Elections and Voting – Subject Resource Guide

(Hofstra library sites - tons of links, well-organized)

http://www.hofstra.edu/Libraries/Axinn/axinn_srg_elections_voting.cfm
National Council for the Social Studies - Elections

(Clearinghouse site - lots of resources, websites - not yet updated for 2008)

http://www.socialstudies.org/election/
Information About Voting

Federal Election Commission
(Federal election commission answers questions about voter registration and voting)

 http://www.fec.gov/ans/answers.shtml

Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement 

(Voter turnout charts and maps)

http://www.civicyouth.org/
United States Census Bureau – Voting and Registration

(Detailed tables on reported voting and registration by various demographic and socioeconomic characteristics)
http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/voting.html
Vote Smart
(Links to your local reps and senators)
www.Votesmart.com
Information About The Electoral College

National Archives - U.S. Electoral College 

(National archives site contains good historical information and lessons)
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/ 

How the Electoral College Works 

(Brief article explains how the electoral college works)

http://people.howstuffworks.com/electoral-college1.htm 

Information About Issues

U.S. Election 2008 Campaign Issues

(Provides an interesting list and explanation of issues for the elections but does not provide candidates’ points of view)

http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=U.S._presidential_election%2C_2008:_Campaign_Issues  

Campaign Issues 2008

(Good source of issues with candidates’ positions) 

http://www.issue2008.com/  

CNN Election Center 2008

(Another good site for issues and candidates) 

http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2008/issues/ 

On the Issues – Every Political Leader on Every Issue

(Provides non-partisan information on issues and candidates) 

http://www.issues2000.org/ 

Polling

Real Clear Politics Poll Averages

(a clearinghouse for all of the major polls on the presidential and congressional elections)

http://www.realclearpolitics.com/polls/
ACTIVITIES

General Sites for Activities

Teachable Moment

(Educators for Social Responsibility has election activities for all grade levels) 

http://www.teachablemoment.org/index.html
The Democracy Project - PBS

(What the president does, how voting affects us, how government works) 

http://www.pbs.org/democracy/kids/
Constitutional Rights Foundation – Election Central

(Lessons, readings, activities, links)

http://www.crf-usa.org/election_central/election_central.htm
Political Spectrum Tests 

Candidate Match Game II – USA Today

(A 12-question quiz that matches your views on 12 issues with McCain’s and Obama’s.)

http://www.usatoday.com/news/politics/election2008/candidate-match-game.htm?loc=interstitialskip
VoteChooser
(Take the 10 question quiz to see how your own views match those of all the remaining candidates)
http://www.votechooser.com/
Washington Post - Choose Your Candidate

(Democratic and Republican quizzes on issues help you find out which candidate’s views in your party match most closely with your own) 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/interactives/candidatequiz/
VoteMatch Quiz

(20-question quiz that matches your views to the candidates’ views)

http://www.speakout.com/VoteMatch/senate2006.asp?quiz=2008#sec0
Spectrum Test

(Several tests to take to see where you are on the political spectrum and which candidates’ views most closely match your own) 

http://www.district94.dupage.k12.il.us/social_studies/political_spectrum/spectrum_test.htm
Electoral Compass – Wall Street Journal

(35-question test matches your views to the candidates’ views)

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB119939661834265699.html?mod=special_page_campaign2008_rightbox
Analyzing Advertisements, Political Cartoons, Websites, etc.

The Living Room Candidate – Presidential Ads 1952-2004

(Videos of historic ads)

http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/  
Daryl Cagle’s Professional Cartoonists Index

(Hundreds of current cartoons on a variety of topics, organized by issue and cartoonist.)

http://cagle.msnbc.com/
The Savvy Voter

(PBS site on how to view critically: the news, ads, debates, platforms, polls and websites)

http://www.pbs.org/elections/savvyvoter.html
Analyzing How We Allocate Resources

Oreo Demonstration

(In this animated 3-min. video, Ben Cohen (of Ben and Jerry’s ice cream) uses Oreos to show how much the U.S. spends on the military vs. social programs.)

http://www.truemajority.org/oreos/
Ben Cohen Explains the Federal Budget

(In this live-action 7-min. video, Ben Cohen (of Ben and Jerry’s ice cream) uses Oreos to show how much the U.S. spends on the military vs. social programs, and he interviews U.S. generals to see if shifting money away from the military is safe.)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sOIe5Ql0v8&feature=related
Electoral College Tally


FiveThirtyEight - Electoral Projections Done Right

(Continually updated electoral college projections based on the latest state polling)

http://www.fivethirtyeight.com/
Electoral College and Map Generator

(Allows you to record electoral votes as they are awarded)

http://uselectionatlas.org/TOOLS/evcalc.php
U.S. Presidential Election Results

(Interactive site of historical election results by year and state, showing popular and electoral votes statistically and on a map)

http://uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS/
National Archives - U.S. Electoral College 

(National archives site shows how to tally electoral college)

www.archives.gov/federal_register/electoral_college/calculator.html
270 to Win

Interactive map of electoral votes 

http://www.270towin.com/


Mock Elections

Take Your Kids to Vote

(Activities to show that democracy is not a spectator sport)

www.takeyourkidstovote.org/youth/index.htm


National Student – Parent Mock Election

(Participate in a nationwide election on October 30, 2008)

http://www.nationalmockelection.com/ 
 

ELEMENTARY FOCUS:

Adventures of Cyberbee
(A variety of election lessons and links at the elementary level great)

www.cyberbee.com 

Electing a President

(A variety of activities and links at the elementary level) http://www.pocanticohills.org/election/election.htm  

Congress for Kids
(Good information site on how Congress works and gets elected)

http://www.congressforkids.net/Elections_index.htm 

Kids Konnect
(Good site for information about presidents with links to other sites)

http://www.kidskonnect.com/content/view/359/27/
Ben’s Guide to Government
(Information about election process, grades 3-5)

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/election/index.html
Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government 

(Information about election process, grades k-2)
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html 

Scholastic News – Countdown to Election 2008

(Information, activities, reports from the campaign trail, etc.)
http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/election2008.htm
Time for Kids Election Connection 2008

(Where candidates stand on the issues, activities, etc.)
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids08/
POLITICAL PARTIES’ WEBSITES

The Democratic Party

http://www.democrats.org/index.html
The Republican Party

http://www.rnc.org/ 

The Green Party

http://www.greens.org/


The Libertarian Party

http://www.lp.org/
American Democracy in Action: Teaching Before, During and After Elections

WHAT ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT TOPICS TO ADDRESS?

Content:  What issues are/should be most important in 2008? 

· Jobs and the Economy

· Iraq 

· Environment/Energy

· Health Care

· Terrorism – Security – Civil Liberties

· Education

· Foreign Policy

· Immigration

· Supreme Court justices
Content: Getting Elected & Governing

· Assess the path to the presidency

· What kinds of majorities exist in Congress and why does it matter?

· Assess president-elect’s appointments

· Assess president’s 1st 100 days

Process:

· How can we find accurate information? 

· Is the primary/caucus system fair?

· Is the Electoral College system fair?

· Is the media coverage more about substance or horse race?

· What role do/should third parties play?

· Who votes? Who doesn’t? Implications? 

· How similar/different are the parties’ platforms?

· Should we watch political ads?

· What affects people’s political views?

· Should race/gender be prime factors in casting one’s vote this year?

· What role does money play in elections and governing?

· How important are Congressional races?

· How do we get candidates to follow through on their campaign promises?

Process:  Skills

· Posing thoughtful questions

· Using the Internet to locate information

· Reading newspapers/magazines

· Assessing the accuracy of information

· Distinguishing between fact and opinion

· Categorizing information

· Prioritizing information

· Comparing and contrasting – candidates and parties’ positions, how different media cover the same issues

· Analyzing political cartoons

· Analyzing and conducting polls

· Forming an opinion

· Being able to “try on” another viewpoint

· Having a civil discussion

· Expressing a view – orally & in writing

· Making deliberative, informed judgments
BACKGROUND INFORMATION YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO TEACH:

· Democracy vs. dictatorship

· Parse “democracy” (the people rule).

· Discuss the Thomas Paine quote, “In the Old World, the king is the law; in the New World, the law is king.”

· Discuss the “social contract” between rulers and ruled by examining Declaration of Independence language, “consent of the governed,” and “right of rebellion.”

· Representative democracy

· Simulation – Vote in your class to elect table leaders, who will then vote represent their tables at a class Congress.

· 3 branches of govt. - Checks & balances

· Simulation – holding a book with 1 pencil vs. 3 pencils

· Diagram

· Look at newspaper headlines for examples of each branch exercising its powers

· Be sure to discuss the role of the president in appointing Supreme Court justices FOR LIFE, as well as the age of the current justices.
· Infer what qualities are needed in a president based on the roles

· Civilian vs. military leadership

· Photos of both

· How to address President Washington – Your Highness?  Your Excellency? General?

· History of close elections

· Examine the 2000 results:
    http://uselectionatlas.org/
· History of voting rights

· Have different pairs of students read the following timeline of voting rights in American history to select what they think are the 8 most important advances in voting rights to research, illustrate, act out, etc.  http://www.fairvote.org/righttovote/timeline.htm 

· The (strategic?) location of all of the places the United States is militarily engaged

· Have students play the interactive Middle East map game during free time: http://www.rethinkingschools.org/just_fun/games/mapgame.html
· Voting for legislation 

· “Supermajority” (60 votes) needed in Senate to stop a filibuster; effect on governance
· How the U.S. goes to war  

· Read Article I, sec 8 – Congress has power to declare war – and compare to Article II Sec 2 – president shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States. 
· What taxes pay for

· Examine pie chart of how government allocates resources – brainstorm items in each category (e.g., other - roads, bridges…)
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://bigpicture.typepad.com/comments/images/tax_spending.jpg&imgrefurl=http://bigpicture.typepad.com/comments/2005/10/where_your_tax_.html&h=298&w=400&sz=37&hl=en&start=20&usg=__kIlYw-Tevnv5sKoXqgIggGxjYbk=&tbnid=aqQJOXOlwZTQrM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=124&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dwhat%2Byour%2Btaxes%2Bgo%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG  (from National Priorities Project)

· Check out Oreo demo on spending priorities (from True Majority) http://www.truemajority.org/oreos/ 
PRINCIPLES GUIDING YOUR INSTRUCTION:

“If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, it expects what never was and never will be.”




  




   -- Thomas Jefferson

“We don’t need more voters.  We need more informed voters.”           -- Dan Rather

“To know is to care; to care is to act; to act is to make a difference.”   -- Harry Chapin

“A democracy is more than a form of government; it is primarily a mode of associated living, of conjoint communicated experience.”


    -- John Dewey

ENGAGING OUR STUDENTS AT THE BEGINNING:

· Brainstorm and post a list of vocabulary that students believe are somehow connected to elections.  Have different students define and illustrate the words as they come up in research and discussion.
· Use a current events document (political cartoon, letter to the editor, photo, op-ed essay, speech, graph, map, news article, TV excerpt, political ad, comedy excerpt) at the beginning of a lesson to raise questions.
· Use two conflicting C.E. documents to raise questions:  Have one half of the class read one candidate’s claims, another half read another candidate’s claims, and have each side argue based on what they’ve read.  Then switch articles, and see what students think.  How can they find “the truth?”
RESEARCHING CANDIDATES’ POSITIONS:

· Different pairs of students can use candidates’ sites, news organizations’ sites, party platforms’ sites, TFK, and debates to research candidates’ stands on different issues and collect information in classroom chart.  Be sure to select do-able issues for your students. 
Understanding Party Positions

· Create a political spectrum as a class that indicates where the two major (and other) parties tend to land on major issues of the day, as well as to which kinds of people those positions tend to appeal.

Figuring out where YOU stand:

· You and your students can take a quiz to see which candidate most closely matches your views on a variety of issues.  You might want to do this both before and after you research the issues.
http://www.usatoday.com/news/politics/election2008/candidate-match-game.htm?loc=interstitialskip
FINDING & UNDERSTANDING THE MEDIA:

· Newspaper scavenger hunt
· Local, national, international news
· Opinion pieces—editorials, op-eds, letters, political cartoons
· Compelling photos
· Polls
· Electoral maps
· Read about the same event in a news article and in an editorial – what are the differences?
· Find 3 different types of pieces in the news that address the same issue.
· TV news programs – Which programs cover national election news?
· What information would you like to see that is largely missing from the news?
ANALYZING THE MEDIA:

· Compare coverage of the campaign – headlines, amount of space given, level of factual information, nature of editorials, sources cited – in the same time frame.  For newspapers, TV, or the Internet, you should do a comparison the same day.  For magazines, the same week.   Be sure to examine at least 4 sources in the same medium.  Present your findings to the class.
· Display a variety of election data on an interactive bulletin board, inviting students to respond with other data that supports or refutes claims.
· Compare what you think of as the five most important issues in the world today to those in the newspapers over a week; assess their coverage by the media.
ANALYZING ADS - THEN AND NOW:

· Use the stellar site, The Living Room Candidate – Presidential Ads 1952-2008, to see what techniques were used in previous ads and whether they are used effectively today.  Great lesson plans (on language, film techniques, children in ads, evaluating information in 2008 ads, Internet ads, and how ads are produced) as well – for HS teachers, but you can pick and choose for elementary and middle.
http://livingroomcandidate.movingimage.us/   
ANALYZING POLLS:

· Use the “poll of polls” site to see national election polls, toss-up states, presidential and Congressional job approval ratings, etc.  Account for the changes in the last weeks.  http://www.realclearpolitics.com/ 

· Use the Gallup poll to examine election trends by group. http://www.gallup.com/poll/election2008.aspx 
Monitor the media to see if it focuses on the trivial and the horse race at the expense of the issues. 

A study of local TV news by the Lear Center and the University of Wisconsin found an alarming lack of substantive policy coverage of the presidential election.  Monitoring 10,000 broadcasts from top-rated evening news shows at 122 stations across the country for the seven weeks before the 2004 election revealed that only 44 percent had any campaign coverage of any kind.  Of the shows that did cover elections, over half of the stories were confined to horse race and strategy pieces.  In two thirds of the stories, no candidate said a word, only the anchor or a commentator.  The average story was 89 seconds; within that 89 seconds, the average candidate sound bite was 12 seconds. 

(http://www.localnewsarchive.org/pdf/LCLNA110102.pdf)
Deciding on the Role of the Media:

JON STEWART: Here’s what puzzles me most, Rob. John Kerry’s record in Vietnam is pretty much right there in the official records of the U.S. military and hasn’t been disputed for 35 years.

ROB CORDDRY: That’s right, Jon, and that’s certainly the spin you’ll be hearing coming from the Kerry campaign over the next few days.

JS: That’s not a spin thing, that’s a fact. That’s established.

RC:  Exactly, Jon, and that established incontrovertible fact is one side of the story.

JS:  But isn’t that the end of the story. I mean, you’ve seen the records, haven’t you? What’s your opinion?

RC:  I’m sorry, my opinion? I don’t have opinions. I’m a reporter, Jon, and my job is to spend half the time repeating what one side says, and half the time repeating the other. Little thing called “objectivity”—might want to look it up some day.

JS: Doesn’t objectivity mean objectively weighing the evidence, and calling out what’s credible and what isn’t?

RC: Whoa-ho! Sounds like someone wants the media to act as a filter! Listen buddy: not my job to stand between the people talking to me and the people listening to me.

Should the media repeat what both sides say or investigate and report on the reliability of each campaign’s statements?

ANALYZING POLITICAL CARTOONS:

(Best site for cartoons: http://cagle.msnbc.com/)

(Best site for analysis:  National Archives Cartoon Analysis Worksheet

  http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis_worksheet.pdf)
Prepare students to analyze cartoons:

· Be ready to identify symbols:  Give students a list of ideas (freedom, war, death, democracy, power, wealth, evil, violence, tyranny, poverty, ignorance, etc.) that are often depicted in cartoons and have them draw the ideas.
· Be ready to identify leaders and caricatures of leaders:  Show students pictures of leaders; have them discuss the features that they would exaggerate.

· Be ready to identify settings:  Have students brainstorm a list of possible settings for cartoons; for example, the White House, the Capitol, another country (symbols for other countries discussion needed), a battlefield, an average person’s home, person watching TV, presidential debate, a cave, etc. 

Use cartoons as DBQ prep:

· Have students make up questions at different levels of Bloom’s taxonomy for cartoons, then exchange with each other and answer each others’ questions.

Make students accountable for staying up on the news through cartoons:

· Give weekly 10-minute cartoon quizzes with a choice of 4 cartoons.  Students must identify:  

1) symbols

2) meaning – refer to specific event

3) cartoonist’s message – give evidence from the cartoon

· Have students draw political cartoons; their cartoon may be on the quiz!

1) Come up with an issue that you care about.

2) Decide what people and symbols you will use to address the issue.

3) Create the setting for the cartoon.

4) Convey your opinion via drawing (expressions, size, paradoxes) & captions

THE VOTING PROCESS

· Make a timeline of the election process from beginning to end – illustrate it with pictures, political cartoons.

· Discuss the importance of reliable voting systems – revisit Florida election of 2000, Ohio of 2004 and collect articles about potential voting problems this year.
· “Steal Back Your Vote” site has problems and solutions: http://www.stealbackyourvote.org/  
· Collect articles about voter turnout predictions this year.  Registration is way up and the gains favor the Democrats, nationally and on Long Island, esp. with respect to  under-30 voters: http://www.usatoday.com/news/politics/election2008/2008-10-05-poll-youth_N.htm  http://www.newsday.com/news/printedition/longisland/ny-lienro065872132oct06,0,2047886.story http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/05/AR2008100502524.html?hpid=topnews 

· Discuss whether convicted felons who have served their time should be reinstated to the voter rolls.  

http://www.newsday.com/news/politics/wire/sns-ap-felons-voting,0,5210009.story
ELECTORAL COLLEGE

· Baseball analogy helps explain winner-take-all system (e.g., you can score more runs overall in the playoffs [popular], but unless you win each game [electoral], you don’t win the overall series).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Game One
	Game Two
	Game Three
	Game Four
	Game Five
	Game Six
	Game Seven
	Total

	Phila
	1
	2
	5
	2
	2
	3
	2
	17

	Bos
	6
	1
	7
	1
	1
	7
	1
	24


· List arguments pro and con.  For a great discussion on the subject at your level, check out the Newshour: 

 http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/election/july-dec00/ec_11-23.html
· Discuss the amendment process [2/3 of the House, 2/3 of the Senate, 3/4 of the state legislatures] with respect to why the abolition of the electoral college is unlikely.

· Follow the pre-election scenarios of electoral college victory for either side: http://www.fivethirtyeight.com/2008/03/fivethrityeightcom-now-twice-as-good.html 

· Look at past electoral college results to understand how someone can win the electoral vote but not the popular: http://www.uselectionatlas.org/ 

· On election night (and the next morning), make maps that illustrate the swing states that added up to victory. 

ANALYZING THE DEBATES:

Pre:  Develop your own questions for candidates 

Post:  Avoid won/lost discussions in favor of issues discussions:

(The Commission on Presidential Debates provides

 good questions:  http://www.debates.org/pages/dwhost.html#questions) 

· What did you learn about the candidates or issues that you did not know prior to the debate?  

· What topics or issues discussed in the debates were most useful or informative? 

· Were there any issues raised that you considered irrelevant or unimportant? 

· What issues would you like to see discussed in subsequent debates?

· How did you like the format?

Assess reliability of information:

· What information do you think requires a fact-check?

· Where can you go to assess the reliability of information?  www.factcheck.org (the non-partisan Annenberg Center at UPenn checks on candidates’ information in ads, speeches, debates)
Assess leadership qualities:

· To what extent did the candidates exhibit what you consider to be leadership qualities?

FOR YOU AND YOUR STUDENTS:  MOVE BEYOND READING ABOUT CURRENT EVENTS ISSUES TO ACTING ON THEM:

· Recommend certain sources to fellow students, to family members, to friends based on their accuracy.

· Create your own op-ed pieces, cartoons and publish in or out of the school.

· Write to candidates, legislators, newspapers, blogs about your well-researched views.

· Express your well-researched views in school forums.
· Work for a candidate or cause based on your research.
ELECTION DISCUSSIONS DON’T END WHEN THE ELECTION IS OVER:

Analyze election results and statistics. Create graphs.

· How was turnout compared to previous elections?  

· How did turnout vary according to race, class, gender, education, etc.?

· For whom did various types of people (race, class, gender, region) vote? 

· Why do you think the candidates appealed to those constituencies?

Analyze the fairness and accuracy of election results.

· Were there equitable numbers of voting machines in populous, poorer areas?  How long were the lines?

· How did those paperless voting machines work?

Analyze the president’s first actions

· Hold the president’s feet to the fire.  

· Are the Cabinet appointments in keeping with campaign promises?

· Are the first acts in keeping with promises?  (T-chart)

· How does this president’s 1st hundred days compare with other presidents’ [recent and the gold standard – FDR] 1st hundred days?

WHY IMMERSE YOURSELF AND YOUR STUDENTS IN THE ELECTIONS?

You’ll still be teaching literacy and social studies and math, so you won’t be missing your curricular demands.

In the 1956 presidential election, Adlai Stevenson, former Governor of Illinois was running against President Dwight Eisenhower, who had defeated him soundly in 1952.  At one gathering during the ’56 campaign, a woman rushed up to Stevenson and said: “Governor, This time you will surely get the vote of thinking Americans.”  Stevenson responded: “That’s not good enough, Madam, I’ll need a majority to win!”

“Just because you do not take an interest in politics doesn’t mean politics won’t take an interest in you.”







-- Pericles

BOOKS:

For children:

Declare Yourself: Speak. Connect. Act. Vote. More Than 50 Celebrated Americans Tell You Why with and introduction by America Ferrera

(Fifty-five actors, writers, athletes, musicians, political figures, entrepreneurs, and others from a variety of political viewpoints wrote brief pieces in this book with the common goal of convincing every American between the ages of 18 and 29 to register, vote, and get involved in the political process.)

D is for Democracy:  A Citizen’s Alphabet by Elissa Grodin and Vitor Jahasz

(Excellent, upper level book emphasizes the importance of asking questions in a democracy, and the purpose of taxes, among other things.)
The Day Gogo Went to Vote  by Eleanor Batezat Sisulu.  

(LOVE this book about the first time after apartheid was over when the narrator's grandmother goes to vote – beautiful pictures and story.)

Madame President by Lane Smith

(Hilarious drawings of a little girl imagining what her day would be like if she were Madam President.)
My Teacher for President by Kay Winters and Denise Brunkus

(Second grader who has been learning about the president's job, thinks that his teacher would be the perfect candidate, given her qualifications.  Delightful and amusing.)
Vote by Eileen Christelow 

(Accessible introduction to voting through a mayoral election in which the mother of a young, African American girl is one of the candidates, while two humorous dogs provide commentary on the action.)
Grace for President by Kelly DiPucchio  

(A hard-working, independent girl runs for president in her elementary school.)  

I could do that!  Esther Morris Gets Women the Vote by Linda Arms White 

(In 1869, a woman helps Wyoming become the first territory to allow women to vote, then becomes the first woman to hold public office in the United States.) 

We the People (elementary level), Center for Civic Education.

(Excellent softcover text on how U.S. government was formed and works.)

Woodrow for President: A Tail of Voting, Campaigns, and Elections  

by Peter W. Barnes, Cheryl Shaw Barnes. 

(Mouse running for pres in rhyme is only okay.)

You Want Women to Vote, Lizzie Stanton?  by Jean Fritz, Dyanne Disalvo-Ryan  

(I generally like Jean Fritz, but this one is only okay.)
For citizens:

America (the book):  A citizen’s guide to democracy inaction by The Daily Show with Jon Stewart

MoveOn’s 50 Ways to Love Your Country: How to find your political voice and become a catalyst for change   by MoveOn.Org.

The Impossible Will Take a Little While:  A citizen’s guide to hope in a time of fear edited by Paul Rogat Loeb.
