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Course Description:
This course considers the influence of society and cultural on children’s literature and the development of literacy.  Folktales, myths and tall tales are stories about people and their nature.  They come to American literature from a variety of sources. This course will explore the Italian influence on various aspect of American literature and then these influences will be related to other cultures.  The emphasis in the course is that the reader is the key element in the creation of a literary work.  Students, therefore, will have the opportunity to read many tales, myths and discuss a variety of authors who were influenced by the Italian culture.  They will discuss the quality and characteristics of good multicultural literature.  Through these experiences and making connections to their own cultural history, students will grow in their knowledge of the elements of literature.  Using Italian folktales and myths, students will compare these to other cultures and then build differentiated lessons, which meet the needs of the diverse learners in their classes.  Students will have the opportunity to integrate the arts into their lesson planning.  They will explore how Readers Theatre and drama can serve as a vehicle for building literacy skills and cultural awareness.  Additionally they will enhance their instruction of the folktales through the use of puppets and felt board figures.
Learning Goals:

Children’s Literature provides students with the skills to analyze and appreciate children’s stories.  In this course students will explore the history of both illustration and text and then assess how these are influenced by culture and civilization.  Students will read materials from a variety of sources including Italian folktales, Roman myths, and authors like DePaola, Perrault, Luado, and Collodi.  Students will participate in Reader’s Theater, one of the four forms of story dramatization.  Reader’s Theater will serve as a vehicle to share multicultural folktales and design interdisciplinary lessons that the participants can use in their classrooms.  The courses will include exploring the elements of fiction, which are used most predominantly found in children’s stories:   plot, theme, setting characterization, point of view, and style/tone.  Thus, students’ background will be enhanced so that they can effectively select materials for their instructional program.  Students will explore how lessons can be enhanced by creating dramas, using puppets and designing backdrops for classroom theatre presentations.  Finally, student will have the opportunity to compare a variety of cultures to the Italian and American culture as we explore folktales from around the world.
Areas students will explore:
1.  the classroom climate that supports children’s responses to literature;
2. the elements of diverse narrative folktales and myths as genres;
3. the features of narrative text in comparison to informational text;
4.  the qualities and use of Reader’s Theatre and other dramatizations;
5.  the Italian influence on  children’s literature and illustrations;
6.  how different genres are influenced by multiculturalism;
7.  the dynamics of reading aloud and  responding to these experiences;
8.  methods to create interdisciplinary curriculum connections with literature; 
9.  the concepts, attitudes, and cultural values expressed through books;
10.  questioning strategies that guide the discussion of a book;
11.  the influence of dramatizing on building fluency;
12.  the literature connection to culture, civilization, art, and history 
COURSE RESPONSIBILITIES:

1.  READINGS AND TEXTS FOR THE COURSE

      Students will be provided with a collection of tales and myths.  

      Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi

      Strega Nona by Tomie DePaola

      Barchers, Suzanne I. (2000) Multicultural Folktales.  Englewood, Colorado:

                                                                       Teacher Ideas Press.  

2.  SUGGESTED READINGS
Alvermann, Donna. (1995). Tell Me A Tale.  Lexington, Massachusetts:  D.C. Heath and Company.
Applebee, A.N. (1978).  The child’s concept of story: ages two to seventeen. Chicago: University of Chicago.

Bettelheim, B.  (1976). The uses of enchantment:  The meaning and importance of fairy tales.  New York: Knoff.
Calvino, Italo.  Italian Folktales. (1980). New York
:  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 
Cullinan, Bernice E. and Lee Galda. (2002). Literature and the Child. Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.

Ely, Talfourd. (2003). The Gods of Greece and Rome.  Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, Inc.

Guerber, H.A. (1993).  The Myths of Greece and Rome. Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, Inc.
Kunhardt, Edith. (1987). Pompeii…Buried Alive.  New York:  Random House, Inc.

Macaulay, David. (2002). Angelo.  New York:  Houghton Mifflin Company.
Rosenblatt, L. M.  (1983). Literature as exploration. (4th ed.). New York: Modern Language Association.
Trelease, Jim. (1999). The New Read Aloud Handbook.  Revised Edition Penguin, Inc.
Vladislav, Jan. (1971).  Italian Fairy Tales.  London, England; The Hamlyn Publishing Group Ltd.

Woff, Richard. (2003). Greek and Roman Gods and Goddesses. London England:  The British Museum Press. 
Yolan, Jane.  (1986). Favorite Folktales from around the World.  New York, Pantheon Books.

3. ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS:
Requirements:     
Students will:

*participate in all pre and post trip meetings (6 hours);   
*complete all reading assignments in the text;
*bring to class a memorable folktale from childhood and share this with the class;
*compare favorite multicultural books and create lesson connections to Italian folktales;
*read folktales in selected groups that are organized as literature circles;
*write responses to literature read in the class and independently;
* work in groups and create a play from one of the folktales that is explored;
*create a thematic unit that has folktales and myths included in it; 
*share a related literature website with the class;

*design a center for Folktales around the World; 
*create a felt board folktale or puppet related to the folktales studied
*attend theatre activity; and 
*visit historic sites that relate to the course. 
4.  EVALUATION:
The grade for this course will be based on attendance, participation and the completion of all activities including responding to the essential questions.  The organization and design of grading rubrics will be discussed, developed, and used in class for all assignments.  

All work should be the result of your own effort.  Any work taken from the “web” or other source should be prominently noted with correct citations.  
Assignments are due on the dates assigned.  Should there be a problems completing an assignment on time, please discuss this in advance.

As a result of taking this course, students should be able to answer the following essential questions:

1.  What is children’s literature?
2.  Why is it important to include multicultural literature such as folktales and legends  
in your program?
3.   How do we effectively match students’ background with quality literature experiences?
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