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Course Description:
In this course, students will explore the different ways of thinking about curriculum in the elementary school.  It is the purpose of this course to make students aware of some of the issues and topics related to the curriculum and to integrate and synthesize these understandings in the study and evaluation of curriculum. Students will examine the ideas of many of the great voices that have impacted the philosophy of curriculum development.  These voices will be tied to the focus of the course which is developing curriculum, planning curriculum and improving curriculum.  We will use social studies as the content area for curriculum examples.   

Purpose of the Course:
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the ways in which elementary school curriculum is related to instructional practice. It will begin with an examination of the theoretical dimensions of curriculum development.  After curriculum is defined and its relationship to instruction clarified, we will explore curriculum mapping and the development of thematic, interdisciplinary instruction.

Course Content
The course will include the following topics:

   Introduction to curriculum

   Philosophy of Education

   Models of Curriculum

   Impact of Bloom, Dewey, Piaget, Taba, and other Educational Leaders

   The Politics of the Curriculum

   Curriculum and Society: Diversity and Special Education

   The District’s Role in Curriculum Development

   Standard Based Curriculum

   Organizing the Curriculum and Differentiation

   Curriculum Mapping

   Assessing the Curriculum

   Selecting and Implementing Strategies of Instruction

   Creating Curriculum

   Thematic and Interdisciplinary Instruction – Curriculum Components

COURSE RESPONSIBILITIES:
1.  READING

Parlay, Anctil and Hass. (2006). Curriculum Planning.  Boston, Massachusetts: Pearson Education, Inc.

Leigh Chairelott. (2006). Curriculum In Context.  Belmon, CA: Thomson              Wadsworth
2.  ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

1. What is curriculum?

2. How is effective curriculum taught?

3. How can we assess what students have learned from the curriculum?

 3.  ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS
     *Project: Students will complete and present in class one Heritage Item.
     *Influence Project: Students will write a paper on the impact of various educational leaders on education.  These names will be connected to reading in the text.
     *Current Events:  Students will use the newspaper to find articles related to human rights violations and share these with the class.  We will keep track of this issue and the impact that it has.
      *Literature Books:  Students will bring to class a literature book and explain the main concept in the book and how it can be used in a content area lesson.

    *Essential Questions:  Students will write a response to the essential questions that have been presented for this course.  
    *Lesson Plan:  Students will create a differentiated social studies lesson.

    *Students will complete the reading assignments and be prepared to discuss these in class.  Reading responses will be part of their readings.  In addition, students will participate in leading discussions regarding the educational leaders found in our text Curriculum Planning.  
    *Thematic Unit: Students will plan a thematic social studies unit on human rights. The students will develop essential questions, concepts, skills, and activities for the unit. The structure, for this unit, will be developed in class.  The State Standards and lesson designed will be reviewed so that they are included in the unit. 
4. EVALUATION:


Grades: Students grades will be based on completion of all activities and a final exam and the rubric for final grades.  Rubrics will be discussed and used in class for all assignments.

    
Participation: Students will be expected to participate in class discussions, works in reciprocal teaching groups and share their thematic units in groups.  Students Participation will be considered an important part of the student’s grade.

ASSIGNMENTS

1.  Project - Heritage

2.  Reading Assignments – Reactions / Activities / Presentations
3.  Literature Selections
4.  Newspaper activity 

5.  Word Study Activities and Strategies
6.  Thematic Unit 

7.  Written Assignments (Varies)

8.  Text Assignments 

9.   Differentiated Lesson
10.  Final Exam

READING ASSIGNMENTS





Curriculum In Context 
Thursday Chapters 1 and 2
Tuesday Chapter 3

Thursday Chapter 4

Tuesday Chapter 5

Thursday Chapter 6

Tuesday Chapter   7

Thursday Chapter 8

Tuesday Chapter   9

Thursday Chapter 10





Curriculum Planning

Assignments will be given in each class.  Group and individual activities will be designed around these readings.
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