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Course Description:
In this course, we will explore the interrelationship of reading, writing, speaking, listening and thinking in the development of literacy in grades 3-5 with an emphasis on Children’s Literature.  The focus is on oral and written language development, reading, and authentic writing processes for students from diverse cultures and language backgrounds. Readings and activities stress the design and assessment of a literacy curriculum based on New York State and national standards.  Students will spend fifteen hours as observers and participants in elementary classrooms in grades 3-5 to build their understanding of the literacy process.

Purpose of the Course:
Students are prepared to select, design, organize and evaluate individual, interactive and integrated materials and strategies for the teaching of language arts.  These abilities will be developed to meet the needs of the diverse cultural groups and individual learning styles present in today’s classroom.

Course Content
   The course will include the following topics:

· General introduction to reading and the language arts

· Developmentally appropriate reading and assessment practices  

· Literature and language response strategies (journals) 

· New York State English Language Arts Standards and Assessments

· Creating a literate environment for students of all abilities

· Selecting appropriate children’s reading materials (race, gender, and ethnicity)   

· Using picture books (fiction and nonfiction) in the upper elementary grades

· Effectively using different genres

· Creating a balanced literacy program: Curriculum connections and correlation

· Reading in the content areas and the development of thematic instructional units

· Examining the Writing Process: rehearsal, drafting, and revision

· Discussing technology and its role in the language arts

· Examining instructional methods for teaching spelling, vocabulary development, handwriting and grammar

· Developing lessons using poetry

· Including oral language and creative dramatics in instruction
· Building effective classroom management techniques  
COURSE RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. READINGS:
REQUIRED READINGS
Routman, Regie. 2003. Reading Essentials. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann
Stoodt-Hill, Barbara D.  and Amspaugh-Corson, Linda B. 2005. Children’s Literature.  
Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson / Merrill Prentice Hall.

            RELATED READINGS
Angelillo, Janet. 2003.  Writing About Reading.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Atwell, Nancie. 1998. In the Middle: New Understandings About Writing, Reading, and Learning. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Booth, David. 2001.  Reading and Writing in the Middle Years.  Portland, Maine:  Stenhouse Publishers.
Calkins, Lucy, l994. The Art of Teaching Writing. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Fountas, Irene, & Pinnell, Gay Sue. 2001. Guiding Readers and Writers, grades 3-6: Teaching Comprehension, Genre, and Content Literacy. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Fletcher, Ralph, and Portalupi, JoAnne. 1998. Craft Lessons: Teaching Writing K-8. York, ME: Stenhouse.

Graves, Donald. 2000. Writing: Teachers and Children at Work. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann

Heard, Georgia. 2002. The Revision Toolbox. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Hindley, Joanne. l996. In the Company of Children. Portland, NE: Stenhouse.

Portalupi, JoAnne, and Fletcher, Ralph. 2001. Nonfiction Craft Lessons: Teaching Information Writing K-8. Portland, ME: Stenhouse. 

Ray, Katie Wood. 1999. Wondrous Words: Writers and Writing in the Elementary Classroom. Urbana, IL: NCTE.
      
Routman, R. (1990). Invitations. Portsmouth: Heinemann.
2.  ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS:

 *Observation:  Students will spend fifteen hours as observers in an elementary classroom and will document the teaching of language arts in this classroom.  Students will develop and submit three lesson plans that are representative of their teaching during their participant/observer experience. 

* Reflection:   Students will maintain a journal, which will serve for reflection, questions, observations, and resources.  From their journal notes and observations, students will write a paper reflecting on their experiences as a participant/observer.

*Reading Responses to Literature: Students will read twenty books.  They will be part of their thematic unit and genre study.  Additional books will be read in class and at home.  Students will work in literature circles, keep a response log for these books and the books read in class.   

*Thematic Unit: Students will plan a thematic unit for an intermediate elementary grade level. The students will develop thematic questions, a list of concepts and skills, student performance objectives, materials, and five lesson plans. The structure, for this unit, will be developed in class, and will include the New York State Standards addressed in the unit. The unit will include appropriate assessment activities for targeted concepts, skills, and performance objectives.

*Project: Students will complete and present in class one “Personal Description”.

*Portfolio: Students will write a language arts philosophy statement.
*Students will visit the computer lab and evaluate software and Internet sites that support the implementation of the English Language Arts curriculum in the intermediate elementary grades. 

*Participation: Students will be expected to participate in class discussions, share their thematic units and writing in cooperative groups.  Participation will be considered an important part of the student’s grade.
3.  Evaluation:
      Grades will be based on participation, completion of all activities, attendance, and a final exam.  Rubrics will be discussed, developed and used in class for all assignments.

As a result of taking this course, students should be able to answer the following essential questions:

1. What constitutes a comprehensive balanced literacy program?

2. Why are literature circles important in a classroom and how can they be integrated across        the curriculum?
3. How do we effectively assess our students?

ASSIGNMENTS

1. Project – Personal Description
2. Book Responses -Various Classroom Selections

3. Literature Selections (20 books to be read) Varied
4. Literature Circles Activities
5. Genre Study
6. Software/Internet Review 

7. Observation Activities

a. Record/log

b. Signed Sheets

c. Reflection Paper

8. Thematic Unit (Learning Center)

9. Portfolio (Philosophy Statement)

10. Written Assignments (Varies)

11. Text Assignments -Chapter Summary

12. Final Exam
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