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Course Description:

The course will introduce the philosophical and theoretical underpinnings of the balanced literacy, integrated language arts model of instruction. The course will start with the development of beginning literacy and present each of the stages of its conceptual development in relationship to reading, writing, listening, and speaking.   Students will acquire an understanding of essential teaching practices that support literacy learning. Related instructional strategies and assessment techniques will be explored, as students become familiar with literacy development and instruction through their field observations and teaching experiences.    Strategies for teaching guided reading and writing, building comprehension, and extending word knowledge will be presented.  The use of both formal and informal assessment techniques will be studied, modeled, and practiced.  Materials appropriate for establishing a literate primary classroom will be examined; criteria for selection will be established.  Participants will read a wide variety of children's literature, appropriate for diverse cultural groups, from preschool through chapter books, including those related to content areas. Strategic teaching techniques will be explored. The writing process, spelling instruction in context and other teaching strategies to promote the development of writing competency will be modeled and discussed. Students will have many opportunities to respond to literature as they delve into different authors and genres.  Students will participate in a reflective study of their own teaching practices in a primary grade.
Purpose of the Course:

This course is designed to prepare prospective teachers to tackle the issues and strategies that are most critical in literacy instruction in pre-kindergarten through grade 3. The course will focus on learning and teaching literature, reading, writing, word study (spelling and phonics) listening, and speaking. Related theory, research and practice will be discussed in order to assist students in becoming knowledgeable observers of literacy development in children. Participants will become knowledgeable in the area of children’s literature as we explore multiple genre and authors. 
 Students will learn the elements of curriculum design and evaluation as they plan and implement literacy based lessons in their field placement.   The New York State Language Arts Standards will be connected to classroom literacy instruction and evaluation. Participants will become reflective about how literacy practices can be implemented across the spectrum of diverse cultures, learning styles, and needs.  Finally, how to successfully integrate metacognitive growth into substantive literacy experiences will be demonstrated. 
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ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS:

Students will complete the following assignments.  

 Field Placement and Classroom Observations:  
Students will spend 15 hours as observer/participants of English Language Arts instruction in an elementary classroom. They will confer with the cooperating teacher and ask questions about what they observe and the curricular planning and assessment process that takes place to create the activities observed. Students are required to keep a journal and time sheet, which is to be signed by the cooperating teacher.  Students are expected to teach literacy lessons to small groups of students (1-6 students) during the 15 hours.   There will be a writing assignment connected to the observation and participation (Reflective Teaching Paper).  
· It is highly recommend that the requirement be spread out over at least five observations. 

Reflective Teaching: 
For the purpose of this activity, students will maintain a process log. Students will teach and observe a variety of language arts lessons in their observation class.  Students will reflection upon their observations and analyze their thinking before, during and after lessons they observed and taught.   Students will document their observations and reflectivity in a three to five page paper summarizing their field experience.  
Balanced Literacy: Based upon lectures, textbooks, and journal articles, students will write a paper describing a comprehensive, balanced literacy instructional program.  They will address the following questions:
· . What constitutes a comprehensive balanced literacy program?

· What are the eight elements of a balanced literacy program?

· What is the value of each element?

· What is the teacher’s role in the element?

· What is the student’s role?

· What is the value of having a literature based language arts program and how do we integrate literature into the daily program?

· How do we effectively assess students’ literacy development?

· What is the role of word study in a primary balanced literacy program?

 Reading Responses to Literature:  Students will respond to books that are read in class. Students will be expected to read a variety of books independently and develop lesson plans using them for instructional purposes.

Group Activities: The ability to work in groups will be an important component of these tasks.

· Students will develop lesson plans for various pieces of literature

· Students will develop primary word study literacy centers.   Students will develop materials and anchor activities for the center.  
· Students will develop a genre study for grades 1-3 

· Students will develop guided reading activities. 
Author Study: Students will research an author, create an author study following guidelines presented, and then do a class presentation on the author.

 Project:  Students will complete and present in class an "About Me Box" or a “Personal Pizza” project which they will use to introduce themselves in their field placement assignment.
 Lesson Plans:  Students will complete lesson plans for their author study and word study activity.  Lesson plans will follow the format presented in the course and be tied to New York State English Language Arts Standards.  Additional lesson plans will be developed during group activities.  
 Chapter Summary/ Reflections: Students will be expected to summarize, reflect upon, and discuss the chapters assigned for reading in the core course texts and additional readings.  

Running Record/Assessment Study: Students will read practice taking a running record and using other measures of formal and informal assessment. Students will develop rubrics for the performance objectives in targeted lesson plans.
EVALUATION:

Classes involve participatory activities and group work that will factor into final grades; attendance and participation in class work will be factors in final grades.
· More than two absences will negatively impact the final grade.  
· All work should be the result of your own effort.  Any work taken from the “web” or other source should be prominently noted with correct citations.
· Assignments are due on the dates assigned.  Should you have problems completing an assignment on time, please discuss this with me in advance. 
·  As a result of taking this course, students should be able to answer the following essential questions:

1. What constitutes a comprehensive balanced literacy program?

2. How do we integrate literature into the daily program?

3. How do we effectively assess our students’ literacy development?

4.  What is the role of word study in a primary balanced literacy program?

· The organization and design of grading rubrics will be discussed and used in class for all assignments.  

