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Course Description:
This course is designed to introduce students to the comprehensive, integrated language arts model of instruction.  This course will address the development of the beginning literacy and present each of the stages of its conceptual development in relationship to reading, writing, listening, and speaking.    Students will acquire an understanding of essential teaching practices that support literacy learning.  Related instructional strategies and observational techniques will be explored, as students become familiar with literacy development and instruction through their field observations and teaching experiences.  Strategies for teaching guided reading and writing, building comprehension, and extending word knowledge will be presented.  The use of both informal and formal assessment techniques will be studied, modeled, and practiced.

Materials appropriate for establishing a literate classroom will be examined; criteria for selection of materials will be established.  Students will read a wide variety of children’s literature from preschool through chapter books including those related to content areas.  Strategic teaching techniques such as response logs and literature circles will be explored.  The writing process, spelling instruction in context and other teaching strategies to promote the development of writing competency will be modeled and discussed.  Students will have many opportunities to respond to literature as they delve into different authors, genres, and thematic instruction in class and independently.
 
Purpose of the Course:
This course is designed to tackle the issues and strategies that are most critical in literacy instruction in the elementary school.  The course will focus on learning and teaching literature, reading, writing, word study (spelling and phonics) listening, and speaking. Curriculum design and student evaluation will also be addressed.  Related theory, research and practice will be discussed in order to assist students in becoming knowledgeable observers of literacy development in children.  The goal is to give students an understanding of the literacy process with strategies for teaching reading, writing, listening, and speaking using the integrated literature-based language arts model. The New York State English Language Arts Standards will be connected to classroom literacy instruction and evaluation.  
 
COURSE RESPONSIBILITIES:
1.  TEXTBOOKS FOR THE COURSE
Fountas, Irene and Gay Su Pinnell. (1998). Word Matters.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Roe, Betty D. and Elinor P. Ross. (2006)  Integrating Language Arts Through Literature and Thematic Units.  New York:  Pearson Education, Inc.
Cullinan, Bernice E. and Lee Galda. (2002).   Literature and the Child. Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning.  

Young, Sue (1994) The Scholastic Rhyming Dictionary. New York, New York: Scholastic Inc.
 
SUGGESTED READINGS
Fletcher, Ralph and Joann Portalupi.  (2001). Writing Workshop The Essential Guide.  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann.
Fountas, Irene and Gay Su Pinnell. (1996). Guided Reading Good First Teaching for All Children.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann
Routman, Reggie (1990). Invitations.  Portsmouth: Heinemann.
Faye Bolton and Diane Snowball. (1993) Ideas for Spelling.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann
 
2. ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS:
Field Placement and Classroom Observations:  Students will spend ninety hours as observer/participants in an elementary classroom. They will confer with the cooperating teacher and ask questions about what they observe and the curricular planning and assessment process that takes place to create the observed activities. Students are required to keep a journal and time sheet, which is to be signed by the cooperating teacher.  Students are expected to teach literacy lessons to small groups of students during the ninety hours.   
During the observations, students will maintain a log describing the activities and lessons they observed in the elementary classroom.

Reflective Teaching: For the purpose of this activity, students will maintain a process log. Students will teach a variety of language arts lessons in their observation class.  Students will analyze their thinking before, during and after the lessons.  A rubric will be used to grade the logs.  

Study of Literacy: Based upon lectures, textbooks, and journal articles, students will write a paper describing a comprehensive, balanced literacy classroom instructional program.  This paper will indicate how children learn language, the connection between reading and writing development, the influence of the NY State Standards, and the roles of the teacher and the students.  

 Reading Responses to Literature:  Students will listen to books that are read in class. Students will be expected to read a variety of books independently and develop lesson plans using them for instructional purposes.

Group Activities:  Students will have the opportunity to develop primary literacy centers with peers.   Students will develop materials and anchor activities for the center.  Students will have the opportunity to develop questions and guided reading activities as they explore authors and various genres in class.  The ability to work in groups will be an important component of these tasks.

 Author Study: Students will research an author, create an author study following guidelines presented, and then do a presentation on the author.

 Project:  Students will complete and present in class an "About Me" project.

Computer Lab:  Students will visit the computer lab and review software.  They will complete a brief summary and evaluation of three programs.  Student will use Blackboard to post the reviews. 

 Lesson Plans:  Students will complete lesson plans for their author study, thematic unit and word study activity.  Lesson plans will follow the format presented in the course.  Additional lesson plans will be developed during group activities.

 Chapter Summary: Students will be expected to summarize, reflect on, present, and discuss the chapters assigned for reading. 

Participation:   All students are expected to participate in class discussions, share their author studies, thematic units, and work in cooperative groups.  Participation will be a part of the student's grade.

Primary Book Activities- Alphabet, Number, and Picture Books:  Students will compare and contrast preschool and primary books that may be used in the early childhood setting.  
Genre Study:  Students will work in groups to create a genre study.
Word Activity:  Students will complete a word activity within a group.

 Literature Circle: Students will read three pieces of literature appropriate for the elementary grades, keep a response log, and participate in a literature circle.

Thematic Unit: Students will create supplementary materials to support their social studies thematic unit.  They will identify NYS standards addressed in the unit, and find 3 to 5 poems, songs, diary entries, historical documents that relate to the topic.  An ELA lesson will be created that uses a poem and one of the other materials.  
Integrated Activity:  Our class will work together with Professor Libresco on two activities.  We will do a community book share and a biography activity.  This team approach will pull together what you are learning in Interdisciplinary Teaching of Social Studies and Integrated Teaching of Reading, Writing and Children’s Literature.  This is a wonderful opportunity to see integration implemented.
3.  EVALUATION:

Classes involve participatory activities and group work that will factor into final grades; attendance and participation in class work will be factors in final grades.  All work should be the result of your own effort.  Any work taken from the “web” or other source should be prominently noted with correct citations.  Assignments are due on the dates assigned.  Should you have problems completing an assignment on time, please discuss this with me in advance.

As a result of taking this course, students should be able to answer the following essential questions:

1. What constitutes a comprehensive balanced literacy program?

2. How do we integrate literature into the daily program?

3. How do we effectively assess our students?

Grades will be based on participation, completion of all activities and a final exam.  The organization and design of grading rubrics will be discussed, developed, and used in class for all assignments.  

ASSIGNMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS

1. Project - Who I Am? About Me!

2.  "What is a Comprehensive, Balanced Literacy Program" paper

3.  Author Study

4. Reading Responses to Literature, as indicated

5.  Alphabet, Number and Picture Book activities

6.  Chapter Summaries

7.  Book Responses/ Literature Circles

        Books will be selected to be completed in literature circles          
        Various Classroom Selections 

8    Software Review

9.   Classroom Observations and Journal 
10.  Process Log

11.  Observation Activities

          Record

          Signed Sheets

12.  Thematic Unit
13.  Genre Study

14.  Word Study Activity

15.  Literature Group Activity

16.  Class Participation

17.  Essential Questions

