Part One: Religion and Its Monsters – Reading Guide

Chapter one: Chaos Gods – Reading Guide

Terms to watch out for:

cosmogony, apocalypticism, axis mundi
Babylon: Tiamat, Marduk, Enuma Elish

India: Rig Veda, Indra, Vrta

Egypt: Re, Apophis

Ugarit: Baal, Anat, Yamm, Mot

Questions to guide your reading:

1. What I want you to get from page 13 is the multiplicity of the ANE. Identify at least 3 ways in which it is multiple. 

2. Explain how the Babylonian creation story of Marduk and Taimat creates out of chaos: 1) natural or cosmic order and 2) political and social order.

3. How did the Babylonians use the Enuma Elish on the New Year’s?

4. On pages 17-19, Beal explores three ambiguities in what the Babylonian creation story ritually communicates about Tiamat. Explain at least 2 of these ambiguities. 

5. How does the Egyptian story of Re and Apophis link the creation of the natural order with the creation of political order (or, if you prefer, the darkness monster with political monsters?)    

6. How does the Ugaritic story of Baal and Anat defeating Mot link the creation of the natural order with political order?

7. Beal concludes that ancient myths which use the motif of creation as a battle with chaos are meditations and teachings (in our language, ritually communications) about the precariousness of the world, about “the knife-edge that separates harmony form chaos and life from death.” Why does he think this?  

