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Education
1988-1997 Ph.D., Religion and Culture, Duke University
Certificate in Women’s Studies
1987-1988 M.A., Religious Studies, University of Chicago
1981-1985 B.A., St. John’s College, Annapolis, MD

Employment
2008 -

Associate Professor and Department Chair, Hofstra University
2007-2008    Visiting Associate Professor, University of California, Berkeley
2005 -           Associate Professor, Religion and Culture, UNC Charlotte
                     Affiliate in Women's Studies, Affiliate and Associate at the Center for Professional and Applied Ethics 
2002 -2005   Assistant Professor, Religion and Culture, UNC Charlotte 
2001-02        Head, Women’s Studies Program, Meredith College
1997-2002    Assistant Professor, Meredith College
1994-1995    Instructor, Alternative Religions in America, Duke University
1991-1994    Writing Instructor, Duke University

Awards, Honors, and Grants
2009-10
Wabash Center Colloquy, Writing the Scholarship of Teaching
2009-10
Member of Macaulay Bio/Geo-Politics of Religion Seminar
2005-06        Senior Visiting Scholar, Center for Religion and Media, NYU 
2003

Junior Faculty Research Grant, UNCC 
2002

Pauline Perry Award, Excellence in Research, Meredith College
2001

Nominated for President’s Award, Social Science History
                     Association, for a first book
1998-1999    Ford Foundation Fellow, South Asia Seminar, ASIANetwork
                     DuPont Technology Fellow, Meredith College
1995             Mellon fellow, Dartmouth Humanities Institute 
1995-1996    Lilly & NEH Fellow, "Teaching Religion in the American Southeast"
1994             Ann Firor Scott Award, Research in Women’s History, Duke 
1985             Senior Award for Highest G.P.A., St. John’s College
1983             Best Sophomore Annual Essay, St. John’s College
1982             Best Freshman Annual Essay, St. John’s College

Publications

"The Christian Secular and the Molecular Body.” Body and Society (accepted, pending revisions). 
“2 Twisted: The Book and the Gene.” Postcripts: The Journal of Sacred Texts and Contemporary Worlds, 3/1 (2007): 31-56.  
"The Productive Power of Ambiguity: Rethinking Homosexuality through the Virtual and Developmental Systems Theory,” Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy 20/1 (Winter 2005): 21-53. 
"Negotiating the Paradox of Virtual Embodiment in the Classroom: Virtual Ethnicity, the Assumption of Access, and the Seductions of Potential," Journal of Religion and Popular Culture Vol. V (Fall 2003). 
"Christian Right," in The Encyclopedia of Protestantism, ed. Hans Hillerbrand, (New York: Routledge, 2004). 

Lift High the Cross: Where White Supremacy and the Christian Right Converge (Durham: Duke University Press, March 2002).

"Focusing on the Family: Family Pictures and the Politics of the Religious Right," in The Familial Gaze, ed. Marianne Hirsch (Hanover: University Press of New England, 1999), 311-324.

"Counter-Memory on the Right: The Case of Focus on the Family," in Acts of Memory: Cultural Recall in the Present, ed. Mieke Bal, Jonathan Crewe and Leo Spitzer (Hanover: University Press of New England, 1999), 208-217.

Papers and Professional Activities

“Scientific Inscriptions: The Molecular Body and the Christian Secular,” paper to be presented at Authorizing Inscriptions: Religion, Aesthetics and Global Media, April 12 2008, University of California, Davis.  

“Secular or Post-Secular?: Implications for the Study of Religion,” invited presentation at the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 24 March 2008.  

“Putting the World Together Through the Body We Do: The Christian Secular and the Molecular Body,” paper presented at Sexuality, Religion and Politics,  November 8 2007, The Graduate Center/CUNY. 

“Religion, the Challenge of Weak Thought, and Secular Pedagogies of Loss: A Response to the Work of Gianni Vattimo,” paper presented at UNC Chapel Hill, November 2006. 

 “How Does Secularism Feel?: Shame, Fate and the Molecular Secular,”  paper presented at the National AAR, November 2006.

 “The Significance of Foucault’s Abnormal for the Study of Religion,” paper presented to the Foucault Consultation of the National AAR, November 2006.

“No Longer a Revolving Door: Death in the Science of Life,” paper presented at the Body Counts Conference sponsored by the Center for Religion and Media, NYU, May 2006. 
“When Memory Becomes Molecular: Changing the Biological Body, Changing Religion,” paper presented to the Belief, Bodies, and Bioethics Group, Center for Religion and Media, NYU, December 9 2005.
“Genetics, Sex, and the Secular Soul: Body/Soul/Fate,” paper presented to the Center for Religion and Media, NYU, December 9 2005.
“The Use and Misuse of Religion for Political Ends,” invited presentation at University of South Carolina, Sept 21, 2004. 

“The Holy Family? The Rhetoric of Religion, Family, and Politics Today,” invited presentation at Converse College, May 2004.  

“Words and Things, The Gene and the Book: The Molecular Body and Biosociality,” paper presented at the Southeastern Regional Meeting of the AAR, March 2004. 

“Is Sexuality Being Re-Tooled?: Queer Theory and the Molecular Body,” paper presented at the Sexuality After Foucault Conference, Manchester UK, November 29, 2003.  

“Right, White Women: How Gender Links Extreme and Mainstream Conservatism,” paper presented at the National Women’s Studies Association, New Orleans, June 19, 2003.

"Facing the Challenge of Globalization: Women’s Studies for the New Century," Keynote Speech, Global Village, Global Communities: Women’s History Conference, Meredith College, 2002.

"The Productive Power of Ambiguity: When the Body Becomes a Virtual Practice," paper presented in the Religion & Social Sciences Section at the National Meeting of the American Academy of Religion (AAR), 2001

Chair, American Biblical Hermeneutics, Southeast Regional Meeting of the AAR, 1994-2000. 

"Practicing a Postmodern Body Politics: How the Right Constructs Masculinity, Homosexuality & the Nation," paper presented at the National Meeting of the AAR, 2000. 

"Triangulating with Sources: Using Study Abroad to Correct for the Textual Bias of Religious Studies and the Hyper-nature of the Web," panel presentation at the ASIANetwork Conference, Chicago, 2000.

"I Want my MTV: Negotiating the Paradox of Postmodern Embodiment," paper presented at the National AAR, 1999.

"Teaching an ‘Introduction to Religious Studies’ Course," talk presented at the Wabash Convocation for Teaching Religion, Duke University, 1999.

"Using Family Pictures for Conservative Politics," paper presented at "The Familial Gaze" Conference, Dartmouth College, 1996.

"Theocratic Minority or Majoritarian Family Values? Reading the Bible as a Counter-Memory to Modernity," paper presented at National AAR, 1995.

"How Conservatives Read the Bible: Ideology, Media Images and Family Values," paper presented at the Southeast Regional AAR, 1994.

"The Classroom and the Hebrew Bible: Working through Structures of Authority and Pedagogical Impasses," paper written and presented with Volker Greifenhagen and Sandra Gravett at the National AAR, 1994.

"White Supremacy and Biblical Authority," paper presented at the Southeast Regional Meeting of the AAR, 1993.

